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BUSHFIRE SEASON — CONTROLLED BURN TARGETS 

697. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Environment: 

I have a supplementary question. Considering that the prescribed burn-off season is about to close, does the 
minister consider that achieving only 20 per cent or less of the ordinary target is acceptable in the lead-up to the 
coming fire season? 

Mr A.P. JACOB replied: 
I do not think the Leader of the Opposition was listening when I answered a similar question last week. Indeed 
the prescribed burning season, as I just answered his earlier question, has only really just opened because we had 
an especially wet spring. It is very hard to light fires in the middle of rain, so we are really only into it. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members!  

Mr A.P. JACOB: The weather will tell. I cannot predict the weather. We are getting better at predicting weather 
but I cannot certainly predict it a few weeks in advance. Hopefully, that window of opportunity will open. There 
is a very good article in The West Australian today outlining the weather challenges that we face. We do face 
significant challenges from a drying climate in the south west, and that is something that this government 
recognises. As I said, we are only a few short weeks into our spring program. We are already sitting at around 
30 000 hectares, but where we go from here will depend largely on the window of opportunity that we have. This 
government has put significant investment into this space. We will do our absolute best. It is very important that 
private landowners do their best as well. But I am curious as to what the position is of members opposite on 
prescribed burning. I actually have no idea. As the member for Jandakot — 

Mr M. McGowan: You are the minister. We support prescribed burning; of course we do. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: Does the opposition support it? Okay. That will be very interesting. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the first time. I do not want people trying to 
drown out speakers. 
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